Contrasts of New York
· a mixture of beauty and chaos that somehow works –

During our teacher training visit to New York, the city revealed itself as a place of astonishing contrasts - a setting where brilliance and despair exist side by side. From the heights of its gleaming skyscrapers, the metropolis appeared as a symbol of progress, sophistication, and limitless possibility. 
Yet at street level, a far grittier reality unfolded. Pavements - crowded and littered. Rats and cockroaches - all around. Homeless, alcoholics, drug-addicts everywhere as a sharp reminder of inequality. Economic contrasts - impossible to ignore. A homeless man sleeping beneath the shadow of a billion-dollar tower. 
Architectural contrasts stand out at every corner. Modern glass-and-steel skyscrapers rise right next to charming brick buildings. Warm, traditional neighbourhoods sit beside elegant high-rises. Urban parks blend concrete, greenery and art. 
World-class museums share streets with vibrant graffiti. Impressive squares buzz with lights, sounds, colours, and tourists. Just a short walk away, cosy parks offer calm and open atmosphere. In New York nature meets concrete, bridges connect contrasted boroughs, and urban life pulses in an unpredictable rhythm. It is a place where the chaos shines, and just beyond the glitz, life tells a completely different story.
New York is a mosaic of cultures, energy, and extremes. Its glittering skyline overshadows the reality of wealth and poverty coexisting side by side in every corner of this city of contradictions.
In the end, it is an experience that leaves a lasting impression long after you leave - thought-provoking, intense and impossible to forget.
Dragana Sanković Matak
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